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Memorandum on Promoting
Excellence and Accountability in
Teaching

September 12, 1996

Memorandum for the Secretary of Education

Subject: Promoting Excellence and
Accountability in Teaching

Every child needs—and deserves—dedi-
cated, outstanding teachers, who know their
subject matter, are effectively trained, and
know how to teach to high standards and to
make learning come alive for students.

In order to make sure every child has the
teachers he or she deserves, as a Nation we
must:

• Recruit and retain the most talented
people into teaching;

• Require tougher licensing and certifi-
cation standards for teachers, invest in
high-quality preparation and ongoing
training to help teachers meet these
standards, and increase dramatically the
number of teachers who meet the de-
manding standards set by the National
Board for Professional Teaching Stand-
ards;

• Remove incompetent teachers quickly,
fairly, and at less cost than at present
and for those teachers who need such
assistance, try to restore their enthu-
siasm or counsel them out of the profes-
sion; and

• Create systems for identifying and re-
warding good teachers for achieving
outstanding levels of knowledge and
skills, especially as reflected in National
Board Standards or other standards of
quality adopted by States or local school
districts.

I hereby direct you to assist States and
local communities in meeting these chal-
lenges by:

(1) Notifying State and local education of-
ficials within 90 days of the date of this
memorandum of the Federal resources avail-
able to address these challenges; and

(2) Identifying and disseminating within 6
months promising State and local practices
responding to each of these challenges.

Please report annually to me on how States
and local communities are responding to
these challenges.

William J. Clinton

Remarks at a Democratic Dinner in
Beverly Hills, California
September 12, 1996

Thank you. Thank you very much. Thank
you, Hillary. I’m glad you had a good day.
[Laughter]

I want to thank all of you for being here,
but let me say a special word of thanks to
Ron and to Jan Burkle for opening their
home to us. We’ve made a lot of jokes about
it tonight, but this place is a national treasure.
And it’s a great honor for us to be here. And
I’m grateful for their friendship. Thank you,
Ron, so much for everything.

Thank you, David Geffen, for telling us
the story of your mother, for living the
dreams of your parents, and for being not
only a great citizen but an honest and true
friend—always tells me exactly what you
think—[laughter]—always in the spirit of
friendship and loyalty to your country. And
I thank you so much.

I thank the Hollywood Women’s Political
Committee for your role in this evening. I
want to thank everyone who worked on this
event, all the stagehands and everybody else
who made Tom Hanks miserable up here.
[Laughter] Did you love seeing Tom Hanks?
I visualized him, fistfuls of Oscars, miserable
up here with nothing happening. [Laughter]

Tom, you have suffered so much tonight
it’s okay with me if you go and do ‘‘Primary
Colors’’ now. [Laughter] As a matter of fact,
I’d like to see somebody make some money
out of that thing using their own name.
[Laughter]

Thank you, Chicago. Thank you, Tom
Scott. Thank you, Paula Poundstone. You
were especially good tonight. I thank Aaron
Neville and his brothers and his band. I thank
the Eagles for helping us to live in the
present and the past at the same time.

Thank you, Maya, you were magnificent
as always. I don’t know why anybody would
want to take ‘‘I Know Why the Caged Bird
Sings’’ out of the library. I think every child’s
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heart would sing more who read it and the
brave story of this remarkable woman.

And thank you, Barbra, for being my
friend and for sharing your extraordinary gift.
I remember once when I was a young man,
I always wondered what it would be like to
really be friends with someone who had been
given a gift from God that was truly breath-
taking, you know, to have moves like Magic
Johnson or do things that the Olympic cham-
pions do. I think it’s remarkable that Barbra
Streisand loves her country and is a good
friend to so many of us, but especially to me,
for doing this 4 years ago and coming back
tonight. I think it’s a good luck charm, and
I thank you.

Ladies and gentlemen, you came here to-
night, you have generously contributed.
There are many people here from our cam-
paign and from the Democratic Party—I
won’t mention them all. I will say that this
is our chairman, Don Fowler’s birthday, and
this is the best birthday party he’s had in a
long time. [Laughter] And the rest of us will
be miserable thinking of an encore next year.
You’ve earned the right to be liberated from
a speech, and I’m about to do it for you.

But I do want you to think about this: We
are living through a time of unbelievable
change in the way we work and we live and
we relate to each other and the rest of the
world. Just every one of you think how much
what you do for a living has changed with
technology, with the explosion of discoveries
in the last few years.

And the thing that bothered me most in
1992, more than the stagnant economy, more
than the rising crime rate, more than the
threat of even the social divisions, was that
people’s hearts were hardening about Amer-
ica. This is a place that depends upon faith
and hope and imagination. It is an idea. And
we’ve been around for 220 years struggling
to inch closer and closer and closer to what’s
in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights and
the Declaration of Independence, because
there’s always been enough faith and hope
and vision to go on. And it seemed that peo-
ple were really beginning to lose that.

What I want you to do tonight is to leave
here feeling good, because I’ve just been on
a train trip; I’ve just been on another one
of our bus trips with Hillary and Al and Tip-

per, where he was doing his macarena thing.
And thank you, Tom Hanks, for all the won-
derful things you said about unquestionably
the finest Vice President who ever served this
country. Thank you.

But on this train trip in these little towns
there would be thousands of people coming
up, cheering and singing and waiving their
flags. And whenever we stopped, in all the
stops we made, there were only two crowds
of under 10,000 and there were several of
20,000 and more. On Labor Day I went to
De Pere, Wisconsin, a relatively small com-
munity of under 30,000, but there were more
than 30,000 people at our Labor Day rally
there in the suburb of Green Bay.

And today, just today I finished a swing
out West at the Morris Dailey Elementary
School in Fresno, and the Chaffey Commu-
nity College in Rancho Cucamonga. I
thought I’d never say it. [Laughter] And
there were not only large numbers of people
there, but they were all different kinds of
people, proud to be together, believing in the
future of their children, believing in their
own future—young people. At this commu-
nity college, there must have been about
20,000 people there, and they were on fire
because they know that this is a country in
better shape than it was 4 years ago. They
know that we have a path to the future that
we can go. And they know we can go there
together. And that’s just the way they want
it. And I’m convinced the majority of our
people believe that.

So what you have done tonight is to make
it possible for us to carry on that fight not
just in the race for the Presidency but in all
the others that embody the choice between
building a bridge to the future and trying to
build one to the past. We are just 4 years
away from a new millennium, 4 more years
away from proving that America has an un-
limited capacity to be forever young and to
keep its best days in front of it. And you have
made it possible for us to pursue that with
vigor and confidence and good heart.

And I just want you to think about those
children who were up on the stage tonight
because whenever I finish speaking and I go
down to those crowds and I look at young
people who believe in their own potential
and who do not like the idea that we have
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to be divided and we have to leave some be-
hind and who do believe it takes a village
to make the most of all of our lives, I know
why we’re all doing this.

That’s why you’re here tonight. And from
the bottom of my heart, I thank you. And
I ask you to remember that there are still
54 more days before anybody can celebrate
anything—54 more days of fighting for the
future of the children who closed this won-
derful performance tonight.

Thank you all, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:05 p.m. at the
residence of Ron Burkle. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to actor Tom Hanks; saxophone player Tom
Scott; comedienne Paula Poundstone; singer
Barbra Streisand. A tape was not available for ver-
ification of the content of these remarks.

Proclamation 6916—National Farm
Safety and Health Week, 1996
September 13, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Farming is an occupation, both personally

rewarding and vitally important, keeping gro-
cery store shelves stocked with affordable
and healthful food products for consumers.
American farmers, ranchers, and their fami-
lies are dedicated to producing crops and
livestock that not only feed the American
people, but also have become increasingly
important to the global economy.

The 2.1 million farms in the United States
are predominately operated by farm and
ranch families, who work long, grueling
hours, exposed to hazards ranging from com-
plicated machinery, to farm chemicals, un-
predictable livestock, and variable weather.
They also face danger from potentially toxic
dusts and gases found in and around farm
silos, manure storage facilities, and livestock
confinement buildings. Workers must be
constantly on guard as they face these haz-
ardous by-products of agricultural work.

Education and training programs, includ-
ing ‘‘hands-on’’ intensive activities, have cre-
ated an awareness among farmers and ranch-
ers that personal safety equipment is a good

investment for preventing injuries and ill-
nesses related to their work.

Linked to these safety initiatives are pro-
grams that bring about a higher level of per-
sonal health awareness. This helps to reduce
the levels of noise-induced hearing loss, sun
exposure-related skin cancer, and the occu-
pational respiratory ailments prevalent
among agricultural workers in the United
States.

On America’s farms, young people are rou-
tinely exposed to some of the same risks as
adults. Their level of maturity, training, and
experience should be considered when as-
signing chores on the farm. Since many chil-
dren live on farms, safe play areas should be
designated to minimize their exposure to
danger.

In setting aside this special week each year
to focus on the safety and health of farmers,
ranchers, and their families, we demonstrate
to our Nation’s citizens the importance of a
strong agricultural industry as we approach
the 21st century.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 15
through September 21, 1996, as National
Farm Safety and Health Week. I call upon
government agencies, businesses, and profes-
sional associations that serve our agricultural
sector to strengthen efforts to promote safety
and health measures among our Nation’s
farm and ranch workers. I also call upon our
Nation to recognize Wednesday, September
18, 1996, as a day set aside during the week
to pay special attention to the risks and haz-
ards facing young people on farms and
ranches. I would ask agricultural workers to
take advantage of educational programs and
technical advances that can help them avoid
injury and illness. Finally, I call upon the citi-
zens of our Nation to reflect upon the bounty
we enjoy thanks to the labor of agricultural
workers across our land. Join me in renewing
our commitment to making their health and
safety a national priority.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
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